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Synopsis

The fascinating story of a trial that opened a window onto the century-long battle to control nature in
the national parks.A A When twenty-five-year-old Harry Walker was killed by a bear in Yellowstone
Park in 1972, the civil trial prompted by his death became a proxy for bigger questions about
American wilderness management that had been boiling for a century. At immediate issue was
whether the Park Service should have done more to keep bears away from humans, but what was
revealed as the trial unfolded was just how fruitless our efforts to regulate nature in the parks had
always been. The proceedings drew to the witness stand some of the most important figures in
twentieth century wilderness management, including the eminent zoologist A. Starker Leopold, who
had produced a landmark conservationist document in the 1950s, and all-American twin
researchers John and Frank Craighead, who ran groundbreaking bear studies at Yellowstone. Their
testimony would help decide whether the government owed the Walker family restitution for Harry’s
death, but it would also illuminate decades of patchwork efforts to preserve an idea of nature that
had never existed in the first place. A A In this remarkable excavation of American environmental
history, nature writer and former park ranger Jordan Fisher Smith uses Harry Walker’s story to tell
the larger narrative of the futile, sometimes fatal, attempts to remake wilderness in the name of
preserving it. Tracing a course from the founding of the national parks through the tangled
twentieth-century growth of the conservationist movement, Smith gives the lie to the portrayal of
national parks as Edenic wonderlands unspoiled until the arrival of Europeans, and shows how
virtually every attempt to manage nature in the parks has only created cascading effects that require
even more management. Moving across time and between Yellowstone, Yosemite, and Glacier
national parks, Engineering Eden shows how efforts at wilderness management have always been
undone by one fundamental problem--that the idea of what is "wild" dissolves as soon as we begin
to examine it, leaving us with little framework to say what wilderness should look like and which
human interventions are acceptable in trying to preserve it. A A A A A A In the tradition of John
McPhee’s The Control of Nature and Alan Burdick’s Out of Eden, Jordan Fisher Smith has produced
a powerful work of popular science and environmental history, grappling with critical issues that we

have even now yet to resolve.
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Customer Reviews

A¢a -A“... An intensely reported, rousingly readable and ambitiously envisioned book...This is a
book that, while it brims over with descriptions of beautiful places and provides a primer of
environmental thought over the past century, weaves together a dramatic court case in Los
Angeles, a grizzly-bear attack, and a surprisingly fascinating debate over what constitutes the word
A¢a -EcenaturalA¢a —-4,¢ when it comes to national parks, as well as enough characters, complete
with back stories, to fill a Leon Uris novel...a thrilling read. Like the best visions for parks, it
combines the human and the animal, the managed and the natural, the controlled and the
wild.A¢a —-A-A A Aga -4 *Wall Street JournalA¢a -A“Timely and thoughtfulA¢a -AJA vivid account
of conflicts within the National Park Service over managing bears and other wild

animalsA¢a -4 conflicts that contributed to tragic resultsA¢a -A| SmithA¢a -4,¢s book will draw
you in with his passion, thoughtfulness and first-rate story telling.A¢a —-A+ A¢a -4 *Seattle
Times"[Engineering Eden] is a dramatic, eye-opening chronicle of the struggle to preserve
wilderness while making it accessible to the public...A galvanizing stroyteller fluent in the conflict
between environmental science and politics, Smith brings every player into sharp and indelible
focus as he illuminates the urgent issues national parks grapple with as they struggle to wisely
manage predators, invasive species, wildfires, and people."A A A¢a -4 *Booklist, starred review"A
searching study of a tragedy and the legal contest that followed it, one that shaped the course of
national park policy in the modern age. Is a natural environment modified by humans still natural?
It's not just a question for philosophers...Smith, who understands that nature is 'a web of complex
relations,’ tells this complicated story clearly and well. Excellent reading for students of park policy,
wildlife management, and other resource issues."A A A¢a -a Kirkus Reviews"This meticulously
investigated history of Yellowstone and its wildlife management problems should appeal to fans of

Jack Olsen’s classic Night of the Grizzlies, as well as to readers interested in the broader issue of



how much humans should intervene in nature in order to preserve it."A A A¢a -4 <Library
JournalA¢a -A“Engineering Eden is a fascinating book about the relationship between humankind
and nature. Jordan Fisher Smith illuminates the often embittered arguments what our role in
wilderness should be, and has written a vivid historical account that sheds light on our place in
natureAg¢a -a,¢s complex web of life.A¢a —-As Aga -4 Andrea Wulf, author of The Invention of
Nature A¢a -A“This is a big, ambitious book about a seemingly small, if horrific eventA¢a -4 «a
grizzly devouring a young man. And Jordan Fisher Smith has succeeded in his ambition.

HeA A produced a wonderful book, A¢ga —A“wonderfulA¢a -Ae not only because of the quality of
the writing, but because the book is filled with wondering; Smith uses that horror as a narrative focal
point to explore science, policy making, bureaucracy, ego, even the law, and when he explores
something he goes deep.A¢a -A+ A¢a -4 «John M. Barry, author of Rising Tide and The Great
Influenza A A Aga -A“What is A¢a —-EcenatureA¢a -4a,¢? In a narrative delivered with elegance
and vigor, Jordan Fisher Smith shows that our answers to this question have life-and-death
consequences, for humans and for the ecosystems in which we live.A¢a -A A¢a -4 *David
George Haskell, author of The Forest Unseen A A A¢a -A“Engineering Eden skates gracefully
along the thin line between scholarly and popular writing.A A Jordan Fisher SmithA¢a -4,¢s grasp
of the science involvedA A inA A national park and wilderness management is impressive. So is
his ability to tell a compelling story in the tradition of John McPhee and Jon Krakauer. The result is a
classic, the literary history of AmericaA¢a -4,¢s relationship to the natural world.A¢a —As A¢a -4 -
Roderick Nash, author of Wilderness and the American Mind A A A¢a -A“In 1972 a Yellowstone
grizzly killed a young man; from this tragedy a controversy erupted.A A Can wildlife be managed
with no thought for unintended consequences?A A Does the Biblical injunction to dominate the
earth and its creatures face evolutionary barriers embedded in the randomness of biological life
itself?A A With open mind and deft narrative, Jordan Fisher Smith probes what is an intractable
challenge to environmental stewardship.A¢a —A« A¢a -4 *Kevin Starr, author of California and
Golden Dreams A¢a -A“Jordan Fisher SmithA¢a —4a,¢s gripping narrative about the death of a
camper mauled by a grizzly, and the trial that follows, poses compelling questions about how to
preserve wild nature. Highly recommended.A¢a A+ A¢a —a Gerald Haslam, author of In Thought
and Action and WorkinA¢a —-4,¢ ManA¢a -4a,¢s Blues A A Ag¢a —A“A probing look at efforts to
manage the A¢a -A“wildA¢a -A-in our fading wilderness - and at the trouble resulting when our
guesses are wrong. Engineering Eden is especially timely as we consider our responsibilities to
nature on this fast-warming planet.A¢a -A+ A¢a -a Tom Kizzia, author of PilgrimA¢a -a,¢s

WildernessA¢a -A“[A] painstakingly researchedA¢a -Ajvindication of the Craigheads, who were



driven out of YellowstoneA¢a —Albecause they refused not to speak out against the Park
Service.A¢a -AsA¢a -4 *National Parks Traveler ReviewA A A A A¢a -A“Smith has pulled off an
amazing feat: he’s made wildlife management urgent and engrossing, writing about it with clarity,
depth and a storyteller's pacingA¢a —Ajan outstanding introduction to ecological

decision-makingA¢a —-A<A A A¢a -4 +Shelf Awareness

JORDAN FISHER SMITH worked for 21 years as a park ranger in California, Wyoming, Idaho, and
Alaska. He has since written for numerous publications including Men’s Journal and the Los
Angeles Times Magazine, and he is the author of Nature Noir and narrator of the documentary
Under Our Skin.

| found this book by Jordan Fisher Smith to be an intriguing historical accounting of the various
interactions and interventions of humans in nature, specifically the National Parks and the
consequences, both intended and unintended that are left behind. This true tale of park and wildlife
management and the tragic incidents that occur as a result of the winding road of decision making
demonstrates the difficulty that developed when attempting to adhere to the polar philosophies of
those making the decisions. The question--to intervene or not to intervene? The author weaves in
specific events such as the death of Harry Walker by a grizzly in Yellowstone in 1972 that
perpetuate the question of good decisions and bad decisions made by both the stewards of the
National Parks and the individuals who utilize them.The book explores the difficulty of creating a
peaceful coexistence of humans and wild animals in the ecosystems in which they now live and
roam.. Historical accountings of places and events allow for a review of what has been done and
often it is in evaluating this history where learning occurs. The author has done extensive research
and outlines the differing philosophies and actions that have been applied to the management of the
National Parks. He speaks of real people and is able to characterize them in such a way that the
reader can easily feel connected to them in one way or another. This makes you feel that you are in
the middle of the drama created in the tale and puts you in the position to ask yourself, "What would
| do?" Aside from the miscreant behavior of some, | could easily agree with opposing philosophies
that are presented and | could have and probably did camp in areas not designated for camping at
an earlier time in my life. After reading this book, | have a renewed appreciation for following the
rules and using logical thinking in making a decision. Good decisions can have bad outcomes but
more often, bad decisions will have bad outcomes. The best you can do is try to make the best

decision with all of the information which is given to you.l appreciate all of the information given in



this book and believe it is a great book for all to read, not just those interested in Wildlife Biology or
other specific fields as some reviewers have mentioned.. We all live in nature and are exposed to
animals of some sort living in our environment and most of us have traveled to national parks at
some time in our life. Education begins with awareness and this book opens your eyes to becoming
more cautious about actions that could have serious impact on yourself, others, animals or the
environment. It also leaves you with hope that we can get it right with collective input that can help

to move closer to the Edenic balance present before the destruction caused by human intervention!

| was working at Old Faithful when this happened and know many of the details. Grizzlies were in
our NPS housing area every night. Special precautions were in place when you left a residence
after dark. One night there was a 900-pound grizzly on the front porch of the transit hut as we
peered out the window thinking how easily this beast could tear down the flimsy door. Hiking back
from Shoshone Lake we encountered a grizzly on the trail in the meadow as we came out of the
wooded area. We retreated to climb a tree at the same time the grizzly decided to go the other way.
The dump in West Yellowstone was like a drive-in to see the grizzlies with many tourists there
nightly. The attached photo shows a grizzly at the West Yellowstone dump site.Jordan Fisher Smith
has completed detailed research and revealed many facts and circumstances that were not know at
the time of the events. He brings out many behind the scene events and personalities. The facts
surrounding the death of Harry Walker are very accurate as described. He masterfully shows how
the management of natural resources by the National Park Service has evolved over the years and
what brought about the changes. At the 100 year anniversary of the NPS, this book provides
valuable insight and perspectives about the creation of the National Park System and the
challenges that are ahead in the coming decades.Enjoyable read providing many details of how this

affected the persons involved and the resulting changes in park management.

Jordan Fisher Smith has written a magnificent book. Obviously, the hook here is the encounter
between a grizzly and a human, with an unfortunate but predictable outcome. Mr. Smith, however,
takes the reader behind the curtain into the inner workings of the National Park Service to discover
the back-stories that created the conditions for this tragedy and many others. These include the
wrangling over grizzly bear management policies between scientists and the Park Service, and
between respected scientists themselves. The coverage of the history of the Park Movement, the
evolution of scientific thought, and the application of science to real-life management decisions all

add value to this book. Most intriguing and thought-provoking is the analysis of the biggest



argument in park resource management AfA¢A a -A a ce whether to let

AfA¢A a -A A“natureAfA¢A a -A A-take its course, or whether park professionals should
intervene to help create and sustain desired conditions in parks. Mr. Smith spent innumerable hours
with victims, their families, scientists, and park managers to create this meticulously-researched and

splendid work.

"Engineering Eden" starts from a lawsuit surrounding a man who was killed in a 1972 Yellowstone
bear mauling, Harry Walker. | had already read, elsewhere, about the Walker trial, in which it
appeared to be a simple story about a foolish hippie. But Smith shows that the trial was actually
about bigger issues: about wildlife management in the national parks. How do we manage bears,
and their habitat, in places that we want to think of as "wild" and "Eden" -- but which we also must
manage for literally millions of tourists? Smith takes us through the history of scientific
disagreements about how to solve these impossible problems. He’s remarkably evenhanded: Every
scientist, lawyer, victim, and family member, on every side of every issue, is painted roundly enough
to be sympathetic. To me that evenhandedness sometimes got in the way of narrative -- | would
ask, "now, wait, is this a 'good guy’ or a ’bad guy’?" -- but | have to give Smith credit, because that
fair play is what creates such a great learning opportunity.In a summer of record-breaking tourism

and numerous tourist-wildlife incidents, this history is particularly relevant.

Download to continue reading...

Engineering Eden: The True Story of a Violent Death, a Trial, and the Fight over Controlling Nature
J.D. Robb - Eve Dallas In Death Series updated 2017 in reading order with Summaries and
Checklist: Eve Dallas In Death Series listed in best reading order ... Includes Echoes in Death &
Secrets in Death J. D. Robb CD Collection 9: Creation in Death, Strangers in Death, Salvation in
Death (In Death Series) J. D. Robb CD Collection 8: Memory in Death, Born in Death, Innocent in
Death (In Death Series) J. D. Robb CD Collection 4: Witness in Death, Judgment in Death, Betrayal
in Death (In Death Series) Bigfoot: True Bigfoot Horror: The Apex Predator - Monster in the Woods:
Violent & True Encounter of Sasquatch and Others Encounters of Bigfoot Hunting People True
Bigfoot Horror: The Apex Predator - Monster in the Woods: Cryptozoology: Terrifying, Violent, and
True Encounters of Sasquatch Hunting People True Ghost Stories And Hauntings: Eerie True
Paranormal Hauntings, Unexplained Phenomena And Disturbing True Ghost Stories (True Ghost
Stories, Bizarre True Stories,) Feltrinelli: A Story of Riches, Revolution, and Violent Death The Trial
and Death of Socrates: Euthyphro, Apology, Crito, death scene from Phaedo (Hackett Classics)

Under and Alone: The True Story of the Undercover Agent Who Infiltrated America’s Most Violent


http://privateebooks.com/en-us/read-book/vbEX1/engineering-eden-the-true-story-of-a-violent-death-a-trial-and-the-fight-over-controlling-nature.pdf?r=accrX7q2ynEyQewc9NC8fuyadFcZIHKZWqFWFG%2F8Enk%3D

Outlaw Motorcycle Gang MS - Living Symptom Free: The True Story of an MS Patient: A Guide on
How to Eat Properly and Live a Healthy Life while Controlling, Reducing, and Eliminating the
Symptoms of Multiple Sclerosis Punk Elegies: True Tales of Death Trip Kids, Wrongful Sex, and
Trial by Angel Dust Injustice on Trial: Second Bull Run: The Court Martial Trial of General Fitz John
Porter and the Schofield Hearing Which Restored His Good Elements of Trial Practice: Hundreds of
Techniques and Tips for Trial Lawyers, Second Edition The Trial of Tempel Anneke: Records of a
Witchcraft Trial in Brunswick, Germany, 1663 The Art of Trial Warfare: Winning at Trial Using Sun
TzuA¢a -a,¢s The Art of War Transforming Traumatic Grief: Six Steps to Move from Grief to Peace
After the Sudden or Violent Death of a Loved One Till Death Do Us Part: The true story of
misguided love, marriage, death and deception. Death by a Thousand Cuts: The Fight over Taxing

Inherited Wealth


https://thaddeus-millbrand.firebaseapp.com/contact.html
https://thaddeus-millbrand.firebaseapp.com/dmca.html
https://thaddeus-millbrand.firebaseapp.com/privacy-policy.html
https://thaddeus-millbrand.firebaseapp.com/faq.html

